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submit, to achieve this desirable end is a clear declaration that
His Majesty's Government have no intention of going back on
the policy finally adopted in 1917 and 1919 of the ultimate grant
of full responsible government to India and an authoritative
re-affirmation of that policy. While entering our respectful but
emphatic protest against the declarations made by the Prime
Minister mentioned above we earnestly appeal to Your Excel-
lency to take the necessary steps to obtain such a declaration
from His Majesty's Government in order to allay the fears which
have profoundly disturbed the minds of all sincere well-wishers of
peaceful progress in this country.

In conclusion we beg to offer to Your Excellency our grateful
thanks for having granted us the opportunity of giving expres-
sion to the feelings of deep concern, which at this moment are
creating grave misgivings throughout the length and breadth of
India, with regard not only to the constitutional changes which
have already been introduced in this country, but also to her
future advancement towards the ultimate goal of responsible
government, solemnly promised to her by the British Parliament,
as well as in the gracious message of our King-Emperor at the
inauguration of the Reformed Councils.

Viceroy's Reply re Premier's Speech 19th August 1922

Gentlemen: I cordially welcome your deputation, and am
glad you have availed yourselves of this means of expressing
your views in plain, forcible yet restrained language. It also
affords me the opportunity of making a reply which I trust will
completely relieve your apprehensions and anxieties.

I have followed the comments and criticisms reflecting public
opinion in India upon the speech of the Prime Minister with
close attention, and I have been distressed to observe that you
and others have thought the language of the speech was in con-
flict with the declared policy of the British Parliament as em-
bodied in the Preamble of the Government of India Act
of 1919, and denoted a departure from the policy of His Majesty's
Government announced in formal declarations and His Majesty's
proclamation. I can well understand that those who have
come to these conclusions are, as you say, deeply disappointed
and gravely concerned. Let me assure you that if your refer-
ences were correct I should share your feeling and you would
have my fullest sympathy ; but in my judgment, and as I have
understood the speech, there is no real ground for this sombre